BIRDS IN SOUTH TEXAS

EBook DESCRIPTION: BIRDS IN SOUTH TEXAS

ToPIC: THIS EBOOK DELVES INTO THE RICH AND DIVERSE AVIAN LIFE FOUND IN SOUTH TEXAS, A REGION RENOWNED FOR ITS
UNIQUE BLEND OF HABITATS AND MIGRATORY PATHWAYS. |T EXPLORES THE VARIOUS BIRD SPECIES INHABITING THIS AREA,
FOCUSING ON THEIR IDENTIFICATION, BEHAVIORS, HABITATS, AND CONSERVATION STATUS. THE BOOK CATERS TO BIRD
ENTHUSIASTS, NATURE LOVERS/ AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE REMARKABLE BIODIVERSITY OF SOUTH
TEXAS.

SIGNIFICANCE AND RELEVANCE: SOUTH TEXAS BOASTS A REMARKABLE CONCENTRATION OF BIRD SPECIES DUE TO ITS
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION AT THE INTERSECTION OF SEVERAL ECOLOGICAL ZONES. |T SERVES AS A CRUCIAL MIGRATORY
STOPOVER FOR NUMEROUS SPECIES TRAVELING BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA, AND PROVIDES YEAR-ROUND HABITAT
FOR MANY RESIDENT BIRDS. UNDERSTANDING THE BIRDS OF THIS REGION IS VITAL FOR CONSERVATION EFFORTS, PROMOTING
RESPONSIBLE ECOTOURISM, AND APPRECIATING THE ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY OF THE AREA. THIS BOOK PROVIDES A VALUABLE
RESOURCE FOR BOTH NOVICE AND EXPERIENCED BIRDERS, PROMOTING BIRDWATCHING AND CONTRIBUTING TO ENVIRONMENTAL
A\ ARENESS.

EBook TI1TLE AND OUTLINE:

TiTLE: SoUTH TExAS AvIARY: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE REGION’S BIRDLIFE
OUTLINE:

INTRODUCTION: \W/ELCOMING THE READER AND OUTLINING THE BOOK'S SCOPE AND PURPOSE. INTRODUCING SOUTH TEXAS'S
UNIQUE GEOGRAPHY AND ITS IMPACT ON BIRD DIVERSITY.

CHAPTER 1: HABITATS OF SOUTH TEXAS BIRDS: EXPLORING THE DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS FOUND IN SOUTH TEXAS, INCLUDING
COASTAL MARSHES, RIPARIAN \WOODLANDS, DESERTS, AND GRASSLANDS, AND THE BIRD SPECIES ASSOCIATED WITH EACH.

CHAPTER 2: IDENTIFYING SOUTH TEXAS BIRDS: A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO IDENTIFYING COMMON AND LESS COMMON BIRD SPECIES,
INCLUDING DESCRIPTIONS, ILLUSTRATIONS (OR PHOTOS), AND RANGE MAPS. THIS CHAPTER WILL FOCUS ON KEY IDENTIFICATION
FEATURES LIKE PLUMAGE, SIZE, SONG, AND HABITAT PREFERENCE.

CHAPTER 3: MIGRATORY BIRDS OF SOUTH TEXAS: FOCUSING ON THE TIMING AND ROUTES OF MIGRATORY BIRDS THROUGH
SouUTH TEXAS, HIGHLIGHTING KEY SPECIES AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE REGION AS A MIGRATORY STOPOVER.

CHAPTER 4: CONSERVATION AND BIRDWATCHING ETHICS: DISCUSSING CONSERVATION CHALLENGES FACING SOUTH TEXAS
BIRDS AND PROMOTING ETHICAL BIRDING PRACTICES, INCLUDING MINIMIZING DISTURBANCE TO BIRDS AND THEIR HABITATS.

CHAPTER 5: BIRDWATCHING HOTSPOTS IN SOUTH TEXAS: A GUIDE TO THE BEST LOCATIONS FOR BIRDWATCHING IN SOUTH
TEXAS, INCLUDING NATIONAL PARKS, WILDLIFE REFUGES, AND OTHER NOTEWORTHY AREAS.

CONCLUSION: SUMMARIZING KEY FINDINGS AND EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUED CONSERVATION EFFORTS TO
PROTECT SOUTH TEXAS'S AVIAN BIODIVERSITY. ENCOURAGING FURTHER EXPLORATION AND APPRECIATION OF THE REGION'S
BIRDLIFE.

ARTICLE: SoUTH TeExAS AVIARY: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE REGION'S
BIRDLIFE



INTRODUCTION: UNVEILING THE AVIAN \W ONDERS OF SOUTH TEXAS

SouTH TEXAS, A REGION DEFINED BY ITS DIVERSE LANDSCAPES, BOASTS AN EQUALLY DIVERSE AVIAN POPULATION. FrROM THE
COASTAL MARSHES TEEMING WITH W ADING BIRDS TO THE ARID SCRUBLANDS HARBORING UNIQUE DESERT SPECIES, THIS AREA
ACTS AS A VITAL MIGRATORY CORRIDOR AND YEAR-ROUND HABITAT FOR A REMARKABLE ARRAY OF FEATHERED CREATURES.
THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL EXPLORE THE RICH TAPESTRY OF SOUTH TEXAS BIRDLIFE, GUIDING READERS THROUGH THE
HABITATS, IDENTIFICATION, MIGRATORY PATTERNS, CONSERVATION CONCERNS, AND PRIME BIRDING LOCATIONS WITHIN THIS
CAPTIVATING REGION. UNDERSTANDING THIS AVIAN BIODIVERSITY IS CRUCIAL FOR APPRECIATING THE ECOLOGICAL RICHNESS AND
IMPLEMENTING EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION STRATEGIES.

CHAPTER 1: HABITATS oF SouTH TEXAS BIRDS: A DIVERSE AVIAN LANDSCAPE

SoUTH TEXAS'S VARIED TOPOGRAPHY FOSTERS A WIDE RANGE OF HABITATS, EACH SUPPORTING A UNIQUE SUITE OF BIRD
SPECIES. THE REGION ENCOMPASSES:

CoASTAL MARSHES AND ESTUARIES: THESE VIBRANT WETLANDS, CRUCIAL FOR MIGRATORY SHOREBIRDS, SUPPORT SPECIES LIKE
THE BROWN PELICAN, VARIOUS HERONS (GREAT BLUE HERON, SNOWY EGRET), AND THE ELUSIVE REDDISH EGRET. THE
ABUNDANT FISH AND CRUSTACEANS PROVIDE A RICH FOOD SOURCE. KEYWORDS: COASTAL BIRDS, SOUTH TEXAS WETLANDS,
SHOREBIRDS, W ADING BIRDS

RiPARIAN W/ OODLANDS: THE BANKS OF RIVERS AND STREAMS OFFER SHADY RESPITE AND ABUNDANT FOOD FOR SPECIES LIKE THE
NoORTHERN CARDINAL, THE PLAYFUL W ooD DUCk, AND VARIOUS WARBLERS. THE DENSE VEGETATION PROVIDES NESTING SITES
AND PROTECTION FROM PREDATORS. KEYWORDS: RIPARIAN BIRDS, SOUTH TEXAS W OODLANDS, RIVER BIRDS, FOREST BIrRDS

DESERTS AND SCRUBLANDS: THE ARID REGIONS, CHARACTERIZED BY SPARSE VEGETATION AND ROCKY TERRAIN, ARE HOME TO
BIRDS ADAPTED TO HARSH CONDITIONS, INCLUDING THE CACTUS W/REN, THE GREATER ROADRUNNER, AND VARIOUS SPECIES OF
HUMMINGBIRDS. KEYWORDS: DESERT BIRDS, SOUTH TEXAS SCRUBLANDS, ARID BIrRDS, CACTUS WREN

GRASSLANDS AND PRAIRIES: THESE EXPANSIVE GRASSLANDS, ONCE DOMINANT IN SOUTH TEXAS, SUPPORT GRASSLAND BIRDS
Like THE NORTHERN HARRIER, THE LARK SPARROW , AND VARIOUS SPARROWS AND MEADOWLARKS. THESE HABITATS ARE
INCREASINGLY THREATENED BY HABITAT LOSS AND FRAGMENTATION. KEYWORDS: GRASSLAND BIRDS, SOUTH TEXAS PRAIRIES,
MEADOWLARKS, SPARROWS

UNDERSTANDING THE SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS OF EACH SPECIES IS ESSENTIAL FOR EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION AND FOR
SUCCESSFUL BIRDW ATCHING.

CHAPTER 2: IDENTIFYING SoUTH TexAs BIRDS: A FIELD GUIDE To FEATHERS AND
SOUNDS

IDENTIFYING BIRDS REQUIRES ATTENTION TO DETAIL, FOCUSING ON KEY CHARACTERISTICS SUCH AS SIZE, SHAPE, PLUMAGE,
BEHAVIOR, AND VOCALIZATIONS. THIS CHAPTER WOULD INCLUDE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS, ILLUSTRATIONS, OR PHOTOGRAPHS
OF COMMON AND LESS-COMMON BIRDS, ACCOMPANIED BY RANGE MAPS TO INDICATE WHERE EACH SPECIES IS LIKELY TO BE FOUND.
KEY FEATURES FOR IDENTIFICATION WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED, ENABLING READERS TO DISTINGUISH SIMILAR SPECIES.

ExAMPLE: DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE GREAT BLUE HERON AND THE GREAT EGRET, NOTING DIFFERENCES IN SIZE, BEAK SHAPE,
AND LEG COLORATION. KEY\WORDS: BIRD IDENTIFICATION, SOUTH TEXAS BIRDS, FIELD GUIDE, BIRDWATCHING TIPS

CHAPTER 3: MIGRATORY BIRDS OF SOUTH TEXAS: A CRUCIAL STOPOVER

SouUTH TEXAS PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE IN THE MIGRATORY JOURNEYS OF COUNTLESS BIRD SPECIES TRAVELING BETWEEN NORTH
AND SOUTH AMERICA. THE REGION SERVES AS A CRUCIAL REFUELING STATION, PROVIDING ESSENTIAL FOOD AND RESTING AREAS.
THIS CHAPTER WILL EXAMINE THE TIMING OF MIGRATIONS, HIGHLIGHTING PEAK SEASONS FOR VARIOUS SPECIES. THe CENTRAL
FLY\X/AY/ A MAJOR MIGRATORY ROUTE, TRAVERSES SouUTH TEXAS, MAKING IT A HOTSPOT FOR OBSERVING MIGRATING
RAPTORS, SONGBIRDS, AND WATERFOWL.



EXAMPLE: THE TIMING AND ABUNDANCE OF MIGRATING WARBLERS, HIGHLIGHTING THE VARIOUS SPECIES AND THEIR PREFERRED
HABITATS DURING MIGRATION. KEYWORDS: MIGRATORY BIRDS, SOUTH TEXAS MIGRATION, BIRD MIGRATION PATTERNS,
CeNTRAL FLYWAY

CHAPTER 4: CONSERVATION AND BIRDWATCHING ETHICS: PROTECTING OUR AVIAN
HerITAGE

CONSERVATION EFFORTS ARE CRUCIAL FOR SAFEGUARDING SOUTH TEXAS'S REMARKABLE BIRDLIFE. THIS CHAPTER ADDRESSES
THE THREATS FACING BIRDS IN THE REGION, INCLUDING HABITAT LOSS DUE TO URBANIZATION AND AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION,
POLLUTION, AND CLIMATE CHANGE. PROMOTING ETHICAL BIRDING PRACTICES IS VITAL, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
MINIMIZING DISTURBANCE TO NESTING BIRDS AND THEIR HABITATS. THE CHAPTER WOULD ENCOURAGE RESPONSIBLE BIRDING
BEHAVIOR, ADVOCATING FOR BIRD CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS AND HIGHLIGHTING CITIZEN SCIENCE INITIATIVES.

EXAMPLE: DISCUSSING THE IMPACT OF LIGHT POLLUTION ON NOCTURNAL MIGRATING BIRDS AND PROMOTING ACTIONS TO

MITIGATE ITS EFFECTS. KEYWORDS: BIRD CONSERVATION, SOUTH TEXAS W/ILDLIFE, ETHICAL BIRDWATCHING, SUSTAINABLE
BirDING

CHAPTER 5: BIRDWATCHING HOTSPOTS IN SoUTH TEXAS: UNVEILING PRIME
LocATIONS

THIS CHAPTER GUIDES BIRDERS TO THE BEST LOCATIONS IN SOUTH TEXAS FOR BIRDWATCHING, DETAILING ACCESS
INFORMATION, IDEAL TIMES TO VISIT, AND SPECIES LIKELY TO BE ENCOUNTERED. THIS INCLUDES NATIONAL PARKS, WILDLIFE
REFUGES, AND OTHER NOTEWORTHY AREAS. EACH LOCATION WOULD BE DESCRIBED, INCLUDING NEARBY AMENITIES AND
ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS.

EXAMPLE: A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE LAGUNA ATASCOSA NATIONAL W ILDLIFE REFUGE, HIGHLIGHTING ITS UNIQUE

HABITATS AND THE WIDE VARIETY OF BIRDS THAT CAN BE OBSERVED. KEYWORDS: SOUTH TEXAS BIRDWATCHING, BIRDING
HoTspoTs, NATIONAL PARKS, W/ILDLIFE REFUGES

Concrusion: A CALL To AcTIoN ForR AVIAN CONSERVATION

SOUTH TEXAS HOLDS AN UNPARALLELED AVIAN TREASURE. THIS GUIDE SERVES AS A STEPPING STONE TO A DEEPER
APPRECIATION AND UNDERSTANDING OF THIS RICH BIODIVERSITY. CONTINUED CONSERVATION EFFORTS, RESPONSIBLE BIRDING
PRACTICES, AND INCREASED AW ARENESS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ENSURING THE SURVIVAL OF THESE REMARKABLE SPECIES FOR
GENERATIONS TO COME. W/E URGE READERS TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN CONSERVATION INITIATIVES AND SHARE THEIR PASSION
FOR BIRDS WITH OTHERS.

FAQs:

1. WHAT IS THE BEST TIME OF YEAR TO GO BIRDWATCHING IN SOUTH TEXAS?
2. W/HAT ARE SOME ESSENTIAL BIRDING SUPPLIES FOR SOUTH TEXAS?

3. How CAN | CONTRIBUTE TO BIRD CONSERVATION IN SOUTH TEXAS?

4. ARE THERE ANY GUIDED BIRDWATCHING TOURS AVAILABLE IN SOUTH TEXAS?
5. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE RAREST BIRDS FOUND IN SOUTH TEXAS?

6. WHAT ARE THE MAJOR THREATS TO BIRD POPULATIONS IN SOUTH TEXAS?

7. WHERE CAN | FIND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SOUTH TEXAS BIRDS?



8. ARE THERE ANY APPS OR WEBSITES THAT CAN HELP ME IDENTIFY SOUTH TEXAS BIRDS?

9. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RESIDENT AND MIGRATORY BIRDS IN SOUTH TEXAS?

RELATED ARTICLES:

1. THe CoASTAL BIRDS OF SOUTH TEXAS: A DETAILED LOOK AT THE AVIAN SPECIES INHABITING THE REGION'S COASTAL
MARSHES AND ESTUARIES.

2. MIGRATORY RAPTORS OF THE CENTRAL FLYWAY: FOCUSING ON THE RAPTORS THAT TRAVERSE SOUTH TEXAS DURING
THEIR MIGRATIONS.

3. HUMMINGBIRDS OF SOUTH TEXAS: AN EXPLORATION OF THE DIVERSE HUMMINGBIRD SPECIES FOUND IN THE REGION.

4. CoNSeRVATION CHALLENGES FACING SOUTH TEXAS BIRDS: A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE THREATS TO AVIAN
BIODIVERSITY IN SOUTH TEXAS.

5. Top 10 BIRDWATCHING LOCATIONS IN SOUTH TEXAS: A LIST OF THE BEST PLACES TO GO BIRDWATCHING IN SOUTH
TEXAS, WITH DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS.

6. PHOTOGRAPHING BIRDS IN SOUTH TEXAS: TIPS AND TECHNIQUES FOR CAPTURING STUNNING IMAGES OF SOUTH TEXAS
BIRDS.

7. ETHICAL BIRDWATCHING PRACTICES IN SOUTH TEXAS: A GUIDE TO RESPONSIBLE BIRDING BEHAVIORS.

8. CITizEN SCIENCE PROJECTS FOR BIRD CONSERVATION IN SOUTH TEXAS: AN OVERVIEW OF CITIZEN SCIENCE INITIATIVES
THAT CONTRIBUTE TO BIRD CONSERVATION.

9. THe IMPACT oF CLIMATE CHANGE ON SOUTH TEXAS BIRDS: AN EXPLORATION OF THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON
THE AVIAN POPULATIONS OF SOUTH TEXAS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Birp PicTURES § FACTS - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
Y OUR DESTINATION FOR NEWS, PICTURES, FACTS, AND VIDEOS ABOUT BIRDS.

Birps - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS
BIRDS ARE WARM-BLOODED VERTEBRATES (VERTEBRATES HAVE BACKBONES) AND ARE THE ONLY ANIMALS WITH FEATHERS.
ALTHOUGH ALL BIRDS HAVE WINGS, A FEW SPECIES CAN'T FLY.

THE UNLIKELY COMEBACK OF AMERICA’S MOST ENDANGERED SONGBIRD
CONSERVATIONISTS WENT TO DRAMATIC LENGTHS TO SAVE THE BIRDS, INCLUDING PUMPING BOILING HOT WATER INTO THE
GROUND TO WARD OFF FIRE ANTS.

BALD EAGLE | NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS
A BALD EAGLE'S WHITE HEAD MAY MAKE IT LOOK BALD. BUT ACTUALLY THE NAME COMES FROM AN OLD ENGLISH WORD,
“BALDE,” MEANING WHITE. THESE GRACEFUL BIRDS HAVE BEEN THE NATIONAL SYMBOL OF THE UNITED ...

\Y/HY DO BIRDS SING SO LOUDLY IN THE MORNING IN SPRING? |T°S THE ‘DAWN ...
WHY IS IT A ‘DAWN’ CHORUS? BUT WHY BIRDS SING IN THE EARLY MORNING IS STILL “AN OPEN QUESTION,” SAYS MIKE
\W/EBSTER, AN ORNITHOLOGIST AT THE CORNELL L AB OF ORNITHOLOGY.



Supers BIrRDS - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KiDS
O\X/LS/ OSPREYS, AND MORE!SEA EAGLES HAVE A PRETTY AMAZING WAY OF FIGHTING OFF INTRUDERS! \X/ATCH THEM WHIRL IN
THIS VIDEO.

THE SURPRISINGLY RELATABLE REASON WHY SOME BIRDS GET CRANKY
A NEW STUDY SHOWS THAT ONE GROUP OF GAL PAGOS YELLOW W ARBLERS RESPONDS TO INTRUDERS MORE AGGRESSIVELY
THAN OTHERS. |T ADDS COMPELLING NEW EVIDENCE TO A THEORY ABOUT ANGRY BIRDS.

50 Birps, 50 STATES - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS
50 Birps, 50 STATES BARRY THE BALD EAGLE SOARS FROM COAST TO COAST TO MEET STATE BIRDS AND LEARN ABOUT
THEIR HOMES. EACH EPISODE IS AN ANIMATED RAP MUSIC VIDEO FOCUSING ON THE BIG CITIES, ...

LISTENING TO BIRDS SING REALLY DOES SOOTHE YOUR BRAIN, HERE’S WHY.
SPENDING TIME IN NATURE IS IMPORTANT FOR YOUR MENTAL HEALTH. BUT STUDIES SHOW THAT EVEN JUST LISTENING TO BIRDS
SINGING CAN EASE SYMPTOMS OF ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION.

A ROBOT TAUGHT THESE BIRDS A LONG-LOST BIRDSONG - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
MAR 7, 2025 * A ROBOT TAUGHT THESE BIRDS A LONG-LOST BIRDSONG THE SONG OF THE CHINGOLO CAN BE HEARD ACROSS
SoOUTH AMERICA. BUT YOUNG SONGBIRDS WERE NO LONGER LEARNING THE TUNES OF THEIR ...

Birp PicTURES § FACTS - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
Y OUR DESTINATION FOR NEWS, PICTURES, FACTS, AND VIDEOS ABOUT BIRDS.

Birps - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS
BIRDS ARE WARM-BLOODED VERTEBRATES (VERTEBRATES HAVE BACKBONES) AND ARE THE ONLY ANIMALS WITH FEATHERS.
ALTHOUGH ALL BIRDS HAVE WINGS, A FEW SPECIES CAN'T FLY.

THE UNLIKELY COMEBACK OF AMERICA’S MOST ENDANGERED SONGBIRD
CONSERVATIONISTS WENT TO DRAMATIC LENGTHS TO SAVE THE BIRDS, INCLUDING PUMPING BOILING HOT WATER INTO THE
GROUND TO WARD OFF FIRE ANTS.

BALD EAGLE | NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS
A BALD EAGLE'S WHITE HEAD MAY MAKE IT LOOK BALD. BUT ACTUALLY THE NAME COMES FROM AN OLD ENGLISH WORD,
“BALDE,” MEANING WHITE. THESE GRACEFUL BIRDS HAVE BEEN THE NATIONAL SYMBOL OF ...

WHY DO BIRDS SING SO LOUDLY IN THE MORNING IN SPRING? TS THE ...
WHY IS IT A ‘DAWN’ CHORUS? BUT WHY BIRDS SING IN THE EARLY MORNING IS STILL “AN OPEN QUESTION,” SAYS MIKE
\WEBSTER, AN ORNITHOLOGIST AT THE CORNELL L AB OF ORNITHOLOGY.

SuPERB BirDS - NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS
OWLS, OSPREYS, AND MORE!SEA EAGLES HAVE A PRETTY AMAZING WAY OF FIGHTING OFF INTRUDERS! W/ ATCH THEM WHIRL IN
THIS VIDEO.

THE SURPRISINGLY RELATABLE REASON WHY SOME BIRDS GET CRANKY
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THAN OTHERS. |T ADDS COMPELLING NEW EVIDENCE TO A THEORY ABOUT ANGRY BIRDS.
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50 Birps, 50 STATES BARRY THE BALD EAGLE SOARS FROM COAST TO COAST TO MEET STATE BIRDS AND LEARN ABOUT
THEIR HOMES. EACH EPISODE IS AN ANIMATED RAP MUSIC VIDEO FOCUSING ON THE BIG CITIES, ...

LISTENING TO BIRDS SING REALLY DOES SOOTHE YOUR BRAIN. HERE’S WHY.
SPENDING TIME IN NATURE IS IMPORTANT FOR YOUR MENTAL HEALTH. BUT STUDIES SHOW THAT EVEN JUST LISTENING TO BIRDS
SINGING CAN EASE SYMPTOMS OF ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION.
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MAR 7, 2025 * A ROBOT TAUGHT THESE BIRDS A LONG-LOST BIRDSONG THE SONG OF THE CHINGOLO CAN BE HEARD ACROSS
SoUTH AMERICA. BUT YOUNG SONGBIRDS WERE NO LONGER LEARNING THE TUNES OF THEIR ...
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